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Dear Ben Avon Holiday House Tour guests, 
Welcome back to this Ben Avon community event that has become such a  
memorable tradition during the holiday season. I personally have always enjoyed 
attending the candlelight tour, exploring our neighborhood after enjoying dinner  
with friends and neighbors. 

At Goodrich and Geist, we’re honored to sponsor the tour this year. You’ll see  
a variety of different types of homes, each unique in its own way. We hope that  
the event provides a sense of warmth, community connection and excitement  
for the holiday season to come. 

We choose to sponsor this tour because it generates that sense of community,  
and also because it’s one of the ways that the Avonworth community gives back. 
Everyone who purchased a ticket or picked up gourmet goodies along the tour route 
is contributing to making Avonworth, the North Hills and Pittsburgh better places. 
This event is run by volunteers; all proceeds will be given back to the community for 
scholarships and to support the initiatives of local nonprofits that solve the challenges  
of hunger, shelter and provide services for our youth, among other things.

Our firm values these initiatives in the same way that we value making a  
difference for those who are injured and in need. We thank you for joining  
us as a community this holiday season. 

Happy holidays!
Josh Geist 

 
Goodrich and Geist, P.C. 
3634 California Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
412-837-8426
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The Avon Club proudly presents its 2021 Holiday House Tour. 
This year, we welcome you to the Borough of Ben Avon, where visitors will tour 7 
beautiful homes. The homes we have chosen represent a wide variety of architectural 
styles and designs, with special attention paid to preserve the original character of each 
house. Each home is beautifully decorated, to not only honor the historical features,  
but also to demonstrate the unique style and taste of the homeowners. A detailed  
history of each home is included in this program.  

The Avon Club is a civic and social organization of women who reside or work in the 
Avonworth School District. Through the Avon Club Foundation, a non-profit public 
charity, we engage in a variety of civic activities to promote and support our community 
and beyond. We plant and manage the beautiful flower beds along the Ohio River 
Boulevard, award scholarships to graduating young women, and provide financial 
assistance to local charities, schools, and community projects. Over the past 75 years,  
the club has distributed over $600,000 in donations to many individuals, institutions, 
and organizations. Our volunteers now come together to present this year’s event,  
the Holiday House Tour. 

There are three main purposes of this year’s house tour. One is to provide visitors with 
a deep historical perspective of our area from the earliest records of settlement through 
decades of change, represented by architectural diversity. The second is for visitors to 
simply have fun as we share our community with you during this most festive holiday 
season. Finally, the tour is the Avon Club’s major fundraising event.  The proceeds  
of this event will allow us to continue our mission: to provide needed support in  
the areas of education, recreation, preservation, and social responsibility.

Thank you for sharing your day with us and supporting our event.

House Tour Chair  
Erin Nordmann

Avon Club President  
Susan Dismukes

The 2021 Ben Avon 
Holiday House Tour
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The lands in western Pennsylvania were 
the traditional territory of indigenous 
people of many tribes, including 
the Osage, Adena, Hopewell and 
Monongahela people. The end of the 
Revolutionary War in 1782 brought 
an end to British claim to these lands. 
Over the next 15 years through multiple 
conflicts and treaty agreements, 
the indigenous people relinquished 
possession. In 1784 the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania claimed a large tract of 
land here. 

The place that was to become Ben  
Avon began as a farming community  
in the early 19th century. By the end  
of the 19th century, the focus shifted to 
residential development along the bluff 
above the Ohio River along Brighton 
Road. The early residential development 
was characterized by large lots and 
impressive houses. Brighton Road has 
been largely replaced by the Ohio River 
Boulevard. Bits and pieces of the original 
Brighton Road can still be found in Ben 
Avon and the other northern boroughs.

The first phase of the transition from 
farming to the beginnings of suburban 
development was spurred on by the 
development of the railroad along the 
northern banks of the Ohio River. This 
development began with the Ohio and 
Pennsylvania Railroad’s first section -- 
from Allegheny City to New Brighton in 
Beaver County -- which opened in 1851. 
In 1856, the railroads between Pittsburgh 
and Chicago were consolidated as the 
Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne and Chicago 
Railroad (PFW&C).  The railroad built 
a series of stations and freight depots 
along the route to provide passenger and 
freight traffic. They included stations 
at Dixmont, Emsworth, Ben Avon 
(originally Laurel), and Birmingham. 
These stations allowed people to live 
in the countryside and commute into 
Allegheny City to work. In 1857, the 
opening of the Fort Wayne Bridge over 
the Allegheny River extended rail service 
into the City of Pittsburgh.

Passenger traffic on the PFW&C 
continued well into the 20th century. 
After World War II, competition from 

the trolley and automobile put an end  
to local commuter passenger service.

After the Civil War, the land in Ben Avon 
was slowly subdivided into residential 
lots. Passenger rail service encouraged 
residential development close to the 
railroad in Ben Avon. The residential 
development depicted on an 1897 G. M. 
Hopkins & Company insurance map is 
clustered around two stations - Ben Avon 
and Emsworth. The map also shows that 
most of the Borough had been divided 
into lots. Only a few of the lots, however, 
were occupied by houses. Church Avenue 
ran from Perrysville Avenue to Dickson 
Avenue, but  did not provide connections 
to Emsworth and Avalon. Ben Avon was 
cut off by Vinegar Hollow to the west 
and the Spruce Run Ravine to the east. 

The real development of Ben Avon 
came with the advent of the streetcar. 
The initial plan to make the missing 
connections between Ben Avon 
and neighboring Emsworth was 

the formation of Ben Avon Street 
Railway Company in 1899, which was 
expanded to become the Ben Avon and 
Emsworth Street Railway Company 
(the BA&ESRC) in 1903. The planned 
route was along Brighton Road from the 
east to Dickson Avenue, then north on 
Dickson to Church Avenue, and then 
west on Church to Emsworth. This 
route depended on a yet-to-be built 
bridge over Spruce Run. The route was 
eventually shifted to the north, requiring 
two smaller bridges over Spruce Run and 
Ravine Avenue. The BA&ESRC began 
work in 1903 and, after a number of 
delays, was completed in 1906. 

The place that was 
to become Ben Avon 
began as a farming 
community in the  
early 19th century.

The History of Ben Avon

The Emsworth “Ol’ 13” trolley 
car ran along the BA&ESRC  
Line from Emsworth.
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The delays included a strike by the 
structural iron and steel workers. 

In 1905, the two bridges (also called 
viaducts) were built to carry the streetcar 
lines over Ravine Avenue and Spruce 
Run making the connection with Avalon. 
At the other end, Vinegar Hollow was 
filled in to make the connection with 
Emsworth and a third bridge was built in 
Emsworth, this one over Lowries’ Run. 
Ravine Avenue remains a 
paper street and serves as 
the driveway for a house 
overlooking the ravine.

To make it possible to build 
and operate a street railway 
trolley line, adjustments 
were made. Lewis Avenue, 
a short stretch of street 
between Dickson Avenue 

and Ravine Avenue, was realigned to 
extend Church Avenue. To the west, 
a section of Perrysville Avenue lost a 
building lot and parts of two more lots 
to allow Church Avenue to connect  
with Center Avenue into Emsworth.  
The street car line passed through 
Emsworth along Center Avenue as  
far as Pennsylvania Avenue. It was 
eventually extended as far as  
Hazelwood Avenue with a loop 
 across from the Emsworth Inn.

When houses were built in the early 
1900’s, the arrival of street cars was 
anticipated. Investors were developing 
business plans and borrowing to create a 
network of street car lines that at its peak 
in 1918 had over 600 miles of track. 
In 1900, the line from Allegheny City 
through Bellevue and Avalon was already 
in business. By 1906, the streetcar line 
was extended through Ben Avon and 
Emsworth.

The delay in the development of Ben 
Avon into the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries ensured that when most of the 
development came, it came with paved 
streets, and water and sewer systems. 
Today, we take these amenities for 

granted. In the mid-19th century this 
was not the case.

The residential development created a 
demand for services that townships were 
unwilling or unable to provide. The 
solution was to incorporate as a borough. 
This enabled the local government to 
levy the taxes and fees needed to meet  
the demand for services.

Ben Avon may have been destined to be 
a quiet residential community.  It was 
founded and grew on the land defined 
by the ravines, runs, and hillsides. The 
industrial and commercial expansion 

from Pittsburgh outward stopped 
before it could reach Ben Avon and its 
immediate neighbors. The Dickson heirs 
moved slowly in the subdivision of their 
property into residential lots. Ben Avon 
was not an isolated community.  The 
railroad, the street cars, and Ohio River 
Boulevard all provided vital contact 
between Ben Avon and the surrounding 
world. It remains, in the words of many 
real estate agents, a quiet suburb only 
minutes away from the big city.

The History of Ben Avon

Built in 1904, the Lowries Run 
Viaduct connected the rest of 
Emsworth to the BA&ESRC line.

The line with dots shows the path of the 
street railway. Fill is indicated to cross over 
the small creek of Vinegar Hollow. Dotted 
lines show the path of Church Avenue 
across the three southern lots on Perrysville 
Avenue from the plan of Elizabeth Crawford.

Ben Avon Station
www.avonworth-history.org
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2021 Ben Avon  
Holiday House Tour

Checklist
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Welcome to the first home on the 
2021 House Tour, 148 Dickson, 
owned by Josh and Susan Geist. It 
can be best described as a late Queen 
Anne Victorian. It was built in 1921 
by architect Thomas Pringle, who 

also built local historic landmarks like 
Southminster Presbyterian Church in 
Mt. Lebanon. The first two floors are 
terra cotta block and brick and the third 
has wood siding. It has a steep partial 
cross gable roof. The front gable runs 

148 Dickson Avenue

from the front to the rear of the home. 
The smaller side gable on the left side of 
the home covers the entryway. Its place 
on the right is taken by a dormer.  The 
larger front gable covers the front porch.  
The porch has a spindle railing and brick 
columns, and can only be accessed from 
the inside of the home.  

Ownership History
The property at 148 Dickson was part 
of the estate of David Dickson. Dickson 
died in 1825 leaving a large family who 
divided up the property. The property 
at 148 Dickson was a portion of Lot 
D in the Dickson estate, inherited by 
Sarah Arthurs, one of the children of 
David Dickson’s deceased sister Hannah 
Courtney. Sarah Arthur’s sons D.D. 
Arthurs and Albert Arthurs inherited  
the property after her death in 1899. 

The brothers, both unmarried, sold the 
property to Lewis and Helen Brown in 
1910. Lewis Brown died in 1917 and in 
1920 Helen Brown sold the property to 
Harold (H.W.) and Florence Buckman. 
Harold Buckman built the house on 
the property in 1921. Members of the 
Buckman family have remained in Ben 
Avon and still live in the area today. 

Florence Buckman died in 1958, and in 
1959 Harold conveyed the property to his 
heirs, Donald G. Buckman and Elizabeth 
G. Mohr. In 1975, Charles and Anne 
Pringle purchased the home from the 
Buckman / Mohr families. In 1986, the 
Pringles sold the home to Larry Elliot and 
Jean Seymour, who subsequently sold it to 
Erik Sobkiewicz in 1993.

From the Current Owners
Susan and Josh Geist purchased the 
home in 2008 and love raising their 
family here on Dickson Avenue. They 
believe that the best thing about the 
home is the community surrounding it. 

The interior of the house has an arts and 
crafts style. Visitors will see a large dining 
room table, around which the Geist 
family hosts large extended dinners. The 
mantel in the dining room was removed 
from Susan’s childhood home, refinished 
and placed on the dining room wall.  

Many of the windows in the home 
have original stained glass panels with 
a diamond motif, including windows 
facing the front porch, on the front door, 
in the dining room and in the stairway  
to the second floor. 

The Geists enjoy entertaining outdoors, 
both on the wide front porch and in  
the newly completed backyard oasis. 
Recent outdoor additions include  
an outdoor kitchen area, a hot tub,  
a fire pit and Man Cave! 

 

For more information on the development of 
Dickson Avenue, use this QR code to view “Sarah 

Arthurs: Real Estate Developer” authored by Peter 
Herchenroether in the August 2020 edition of the 

Avonworth Historical Society newsletter. 13



This property dates back to the first days 
of the European settlement of the area. 
The appearance of the house can be 
described as a Spanish Colonial Revival 
or a Spanish Mission. The elements of 
this style can include an asymmetrical 

facade, stucco wall surfaces, prominent 
arches, a hip roof, red tile roof covering, 
an arcade front porch, and landscaping 
with patios and fountains. These features 
are superimposed on a square or 
rectangular core. This style was  

149 Dickson Avenue
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popular on the west coast as an answer  
to the colonial revivals on the east  
coast and mid-west.  

Ownership History
Among the  heirs of David Dickson was 
Amanda Jane Farley,  William Dickson’s 
great-granddaughter. The parcel that 
Amanda inherited stretched along what 
is now Dickson Avenue from the Ohio 
River to what is now Woodland Avenue.  
It is within this parcel, known as lot 
number 8, that the home you are about 
to visit is located. 

Lot 8 passed through a number of 
owners before it was built on. On 
September 29, 1923 it was purchased 
by Samuel and Sophia Brown. Samuel 
worked for the Koppers Company. He 
loved the Mediterranean stucco style. 
Joseph Mario Aloise (born in Coszinza, 
Italy) was just 25 years old when he was 
hired by Samuel Brown to design the 
dream house. Joseph’s father, Napolean 
Aloise owned the construction company 
which then built the house. The Browns 
resided here from 1924 until Samuel’s 
death in 1943. After this, the house 
passed through several owners and 
in 1951 Joseph and Augusta Molnar 
became the new owners. Joseph died in 
1978 and after Augusta Molnar’s death 
in 2004, the property was vacant until 
it was purchased in 2007 by Jeff and 
Bonnie Nicklas. 

From the Current Owners
Enamored by the simple yet unique style 
of the house, including arched doors 
and windows, the “old world feel” and 
European vibe, Jeff and Bonnie knew 
with their first steps into the house that 
it was for them. Significant changes 
have been made since 2007, both on 
the interior of the home as well as the 
exterior. 

New kitchen and bathrooms, light 
fixtures and rich warm colors have all 
been intentionally selected to honor the 
historical authenticity of the home. The 
basement is finished with a home theatre 
and an “old world” wine cellar. In 2010 
the roof of the original front porch, 
“porte cochere” collapsed under the 
weight of an unusually heavy snowfall. 
It could not be repaired in its original 
form. As a result, it was torn down and 
rebuilt. In 2019, the current homeowners 
enclosed it to increase usable living space. 
The open courtyard was also enclosed,  
in order to create an atrium in the  
design and feel of an old Tuscan villa. 

Special attention has also been given 
to the outside. Interesting landscaping 
and mature gardens make use of every 
inch of this property. Using natural rock 
elements, with a running stream and fish 
pond, the back of the property continues 
into the woods, featuring a layered 
splendor of terraces with beautiful plants 
and tumbled stone patios. The overall 
design is eclectic, where Roman statuary 
display Old World Italy blended with the 
peace and tranquility of a Zen Garden. 

We hope you enjoy the tour through this 
very special home, created with love.

15



Jaime and Greg Luhowiak welcome you 
to their home at 6821 Church Avenue. 
Stylistically, it combines the boxy 
elements of the American Foursquare 
with elements borrowed from other  
styles including the full width front  
porch, and a steep gambrel roof 
punctuated with Palladian windows  
on the third floor. These windows are 
arched with keystones. There are bay 
windows on both sides of the first floor. 
The first two floors and the basement  

are clad in brick and the third  
floor has wood siding. There is  
a recently added detached garage.

The home is one of a row of similar 
three-story houses clad in brick and 
wood siding. This was a popular form  
in the last two decades of the 19th 
century and of the early 20th century. 
The boxy shape and the three story  
body took advantage of small lots. 

6821 Church Avenue

House 

 Three

16

Ownership History
The property at 6821 Church was sold 
from John Shaw to James C. Lewis in 
1871. The primary structure was likely 
built in 1905 or 1906 by the Cook Land 
Company as part of their Avon Place 
development.

In 1905, the property was sold to John 
W. Cook, who rented it to members 
of the Witherspoon family. The 
Witherspoons were direct descendants 
of John Witherspoon who signed the 
Declaration of Independence. In 1915, 
John Cook lost the property in a sheriff ’s 
sale. The Witherspoons remained in 
the home, and by 1920, Mrs. Julia M. 
Witherspoon, a widow, was able to 
purchase the home from Dollar  
Savings and Trust Company. 

Julia Witherspoon sold the home to 
Walter and Jessie Zotter in May of  
1960. The Zotters subsequently moved 
to Kilbuck Township, selling the home to 
Donald and Carol Bender in 1968. Carol 
Bender sold the home to Samuel Gibson 
in 1990. The Luhowiaks purchased the 
home on October 13, 1998 and have 
been lovingly restoring it ever since. 

From the Current Owners
Over the last 23 years, the Luhowiaks 
have worked to restore original elements 
to their home, including replacing 
mantles and pocket doors, removing 
paint from woodwork, recreating the 
original parlor and dining room and 
removing drop ceilings. All interior 
restoration work was completed by 
Premiere Kitchen & Bath, of which  
Greg Luhowiak is an owner.  

In the entryway, visitors will see 
original drawings that the owner’s great 
grandfather, Jon Luhowiak, created in 
the very early 1900’s. He was a sought-
after wood carver, and his work is still 
present as far away as the Altoona area. 

He also carved all of the furnishings that 
are displayed in the Russian room at The 
Cathedral of Learning on Pitt’s campus.

The exterior was recently repainted 
and all box gutters were rebuilt and 
relined with copper. Many pieces of 
molding were replicated to maintain 
originality. Historic colors were chosen 
to compliment the original brick and 
cedar shakes, with the porch ceiling 
painted “Haint Blue”, the color that 
the Victorians believed would ward off 
ghosts and evil spirits! Many original 
windows were maintained including 
the “spinning wheel” type windows you 
can see in the fourth floor attic peak. 
The outer double doors were missing 
when the home was purchased, and the 
owners were able to salvage a set of solid 
mahogany doors from an antique store 
on the South Side. The detached garage 
was constructed to protect the owner’s 
classic cars. 

An original small, enclosed rear 
porch was removed to allow for a 
new kitchen addition with covered 
patio space underneath. The kitchen 
addition was just completed in 2021. 
The basement was renovated from six 
separate rooms into a single basement 
“man cave” housing the owner’s 
collection of Pittsburgh brewery 
and sports memorabilia. The silver 
aluminum Christmas tree with a rotating 
color wheel belonged to the owner’s 
grandmother. She lived to be 105 years 
old and owned this tree since the 50’s!

Throughout the home, visitors  
will see the owners’ many treasures, 
including a collection of art glass from 
the Consolidated Glass Company of 
Coraopolis, American Limoges and 
Fenton, original leaded and stained glass 
windows, ceiling murals and antique 
furniture. A working 1913 Victor 
Victrola still belts out Christmas  
tunes in vintage style!
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This charming home on Ridge Avenue, 
owned by Shannon Theiroff and Gregory 
Swetoha, is an example of a Craftsman 
bungalow.  The bells and whistles include 
overhanging eaves, exposed rafter tails, 
wood siding, stone half columns on the 
porch supporting tapered wood columns, 
and a cast concrete block foundation to 
mimic stones. The house is a kit home. 
The kits that most closely resemble the 
house are the Craftsman “Kismet” and 
Sears “Oakdale”,  but many companies 
had kits at that time so it is possible it 
could be another company. 

Ownership History
Henry Emrick built the house in 1927. 
According to his grandson, Henry 
reversed the plan by placing the dining 
room and bay window on the left of the 
house and the kitchen on the right. All 
of the pre-cut and numbered lumber was 
hauled from the Ben Avon lumber yard 
by the railroad tracks. The house cost 
$1,842 to build. A small open porch had 
been added to the left of the front door.

The house at 406 Ridge was in the 
Emrick / Martin family for over 80 years. 
Henry and his wife Helen raised their 

406 Ridge Avenue

House 
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family here. In 2000, their daughter 
Vaughn Martin and her husband Patrick 
purchased the home from Helen. The 
Martins completed an addition around 
2002, adding a bedroom, bathroom  
and finished basement.  

Vaughn Martin was a long-time 
member of the Avon Club and active 
in the Avonworth community. Her son 
Dennis fondly recalls spending time 
with his grandparents at the house and 
his mother’s love for the rose bush off 
the right-hand side of the porch. The 
Martins sold the house in 2010, and it 
was subsequently renovated. The current 
owners purchased it in 2018.

From the Current Owner
Shannon Thieroff lovingly refers to the 
house at 406 Ridge as her “gnome home 
in the woods.” She thinks of the home as 
someone’s American dream come true. 
She and Greg added the back half of 
the addition onto the house to “square 
up” the house. In addition to adding 
the bedroom with expansive windows, 
the ceiling was removed and beams were 
added to create the feel of the house 
being an upscale treehouse in the woods. 
They wanted it to feel like there was a lot 
of space in a small space and have the feel 
of being in nature even though the house 
is in the city.

The camper parked in the driveway is a 
1973 vintage Shasta. Shannon says, “We 
call her ‘Dolly Parton’ because she is pink 
and sassy. Essentially it’s a she-shed on 
wheels. Originally from Michigan, she 
was redone in Illinois and then moved to 
Pittsburgh. It is a fully functional camper 
and sleeps 3.”
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336 Breading Avenue
336 Breading Avenue is the home of 
Kelley Clouser and Jimmy Andrews.   
It has a typical Queen Anne front-gable 
form with overhanging eaves separating 
the second and third floors. It has a front 
triple window on the third floor with 
double front windows on the second 
and first floors.  The front door has side 
lights. The full width porch has a spindle 
work railing with a roof that is held up 
by tapered Greek columns.  There is a 
smaller enclosed porch at the back of  
the home.  The home was built in 1910.

Ownership History
The home is situated on what was lot 
number Forty (40) in the amended plan 
of Brighton Terrace, laid out by Mrs. 
Elizabeth B. O’Neil. J. Palmer O’Neill 
and Elizabeth O’Neill sold the land to 
David S. Cunningham, who may have 
built the home. David Cunningham 
conveyed the property to Ralph and  
Ada Cunningham in 1927. According 
to the 1930 federal census, Ralph 
Cunningham was the Secretary  
Treasurer of a coal business. 
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In March of 1940, Murray Boggs,  
a police officer, and his wife 
Charlotte purchased the home from 
the Cunninghams for $5,000. The 
Cunninghams sold the property in 1961 
to Joseph and Anna Stroyne, and the 
property was subsequently conveyed 
to Joseph Stroyne’s second wife Linda 
in 1980. In 1989, the property was 
purchased by Richard and Eileen Narvin, 
and Eileen Narvin owned it until 2005. 

In 2006, Greg and Christine Smolinksi 
purchased the home, and they owned 
it until it was sold to the current  
owners in 2015.

From the Current Owners
Kelley Clouser says, “When we moved 
to Pittsburgh in 2015, we were seeking 
a place that felt like home. We stumbled 
upon Ben Avon and once inside 336 
Breading Avenue, the warmth enveloped 
us. We were home. We hope to impart 
that same warmth and familial feeling  
to you.  Our vision for your visit is  
a peek into our favorite holiday  
traditions and memories.” 

Kelley and Jimmy’s most beloved 
Christmas tradition is picking out and 
decorating the Christmas tree, with a 
new theme each year. Throughout their 
home, you will see a myriad of trees 
capturing the nostalgia of their families’ 
Christmases including one adorned with 
Kelley’s childhood collection of Hallmark 
ornaments, one sparkling with Swarovski 
ornaments collected in the years since 
her dad passed away, and her grandma’s 
collection of Victorian ornaments  
on another.

Kelley’s grandma’s collections were 
not limited to ornaments, however. 
She amassed dozens of Santas and 
nutcrackers, some of which are displayed 
in the living room along with her 
assorted milk glass and red coin glass 
in the dining room. Also in the dining 
room are her grandfather’s antique bird 
plates, her mom’s Christmas Lenox, and 
Kelley’s collection of sugar and creamers.

Another cherished memory of holidays 
gone past is baking cookies. The kitchen 
holiday décor is an homage to that 
tradition. Vintage Pyrex and Fire King  
is displayed along with Kelley’s love of 
all things 1950s kitschy including sifters, 
glass chickens, and a popcorn strung tree.

While the home retains what Kelley 
and Jimmy believe are the original 
hardwood floors, trim, and pocket doors, 
renovations over the years have created 
a unique layout.  To make the house a 
home, they updated almost all of the 
light fixtures on the first floor, including 
a new chandelier and the installation  
of a ceiling fan in the living room.  
They have new blinds on almost  
all the windows and have installed  
a runner on the stairs. Kelly and  
Jimmy believe that it’s important  
to maintain the integrity of the  
original home as best they can.
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325 Breading Avenue
325 Breading Avenue is home to Katie 
and Matt Meyer. The home is an 
impressive brick and shake siding Dutch 
Colonial Revival. The eye is drawn to the 
three crowned dormers with diamond 
pane windows.  Other elements include 
the typical gambrel roof, an enclosed 
porch on the left side of the home, a full 
width open porch across the front, and 
a portico with columns on the front. 
The front door is flanked by side lights 
and a fan light. There are three crowned 
dormers on the back of the home above 

a recent addition. The house has five 
bedrooms and 3.5 baths.  The garage 
of the home actually sits below on 
McCurdy Place, giving them entrance  
to their home from two different streets.

Ownership History
The majority of the property at 325 
Breading was originally a portion of a 
larger tract of land conveyed by Elizabeth 
Breading to Elizabeth O’Neill in July 
of 1883. The property was sold by the 

O’Neils to Edward J. Carlisle in 1901. 
The house was built in 1901 or soon 
thereafter. Carlisle sold the lot with a 
home on it in 1918 to Charles H. Jull, 
who according to the 1920 census was 
a manager of a saw company and saw 
inventor. At this time, Charles Jull also 
purchased a tract of adjacent property 
from Violet McClure Gardner, forming 
the boundaries of the property at 325 
Breading as they are today. 

The home remained in the Jull 
family when in 1935, Charles’ widow 
conveyed the property to Samuel and 
Margaret Jull, who owned the home 
until Margaret’s death in 1951. The 
home was then sold to William and 
Dorothy Pyle who lived in the home 
until 1968. Dorothy Pyle subsequently 
sold the property to William and Nancy 
Trondle, who lived there for nearly 40 
years until 2007. The Trondles sold the 
home to Michael and Gloria Dufrense 
in 2007. Many of the antique pieces in 
the home were found by the Dufrenses 
at antique auctions, including the unique 
chandeliers and the stained glass door 
and window in the playroom. The 
current owners purchased the  
home in 2018. 

From the Current Owners
Katie and Matt Meyer are raising their 
3 boys in the home on Breading. Since 
moving in 3 years ago, Matt and Katie 
have made interior cosmetic changes and 
updated the exterior. This summer they 
replaced the cedar shake siding, changing 
the color from a blush red to sage green, 
similar to the green it had been in the 
past. They added concrete lions to the 
front porch entrance. 

The interior of the house has seven 
fireplaces, one of which is functional. 
Matt and Katie count the pocket doors 
in the dining room and sitting room, 
the two large stained-glass windows and 
the woodwork throughout as favorite 
features. They are also particularly fond 
of the bubble-glass frame photo gallery  
in the stairwell that showcases photos  
of relatives and ancestors from both  
sides of their families. 

Many of the antique items in  
the home were passed down from 
relatives, including the hutch, the  
buffet, the Victrola-converted-to-bar  
that Matt’s grandfather created and  
the dining room mirror. They’ve also  
begun to collect antique pieces  
that fit the style of the house.
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To read more about the creation of the O’Neill’s 
Brighton Terrance plan of lots, the Breading and 

O’Neill families and their relationship with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, use this QR code to view the 

article “Pittsburgh Pirates have roots in Ben Avon” 
by Tracy Ferguson in the May 2015 edition of the 

Avonworth Historical Society newsletter.
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of its features are borrowed from the 
Queen Anne style. These include the 
spindle work railing typical of Queen 
Anne homes along with the decorative 
elements in the dormers. There is a 
covered porch in the back.

Most of the homes on Dalzell Avenue 
are American Foursquares, a house style 
popular from the mid-1890s to the late 
1930s.  They were a perfect match for 
the residential development in Ben Avon.  
The use of different design elements 
in these Foursquares has produced a 
variety of appearances giving the two 
block upper avenue a definite charm. 
Foursquares are based on a box with a 
variety of secondary features. They take 
advantage of narrow lots. The use of 
hipped roofs keeps the appearance under 
control while producing comfortable 
living space on third floors. The bay 
windows and full width front  
porches also soften appearances.

Ownership History
The house on Dalzell exists on a tract 
of land originally deeded to Maria 
Louise Lowry by Elizabeth Breading and 
Elizabeth and J. Palmer O’Neill between 
1890 and 1898. In 1906, Maria Lowry 
sold the property to Harry P. McCurdy 
and in 1909 Harry and Anna McCurdy 
created the McCurdy plan of lots, selling 
this lot to Joseph H. Lindsay. It is likely 
that Lindsay built the structure on the 
property. In 1919, the property was 
conveyed to May Bunker, who conveyed 
it to L. Malcolm Melius less than one 
year later. Melius was a sales manager  
and later Executive Vice President  
with Heinz of Canada. 

L. Malcolm Melius died in 1962, 
whereby title vested in his wife, Ethel J. 
Melius who died in 1973. Charles and 
Suzanne Weber purchased the property 
and owned it until January of 1978  

when it was purchased by Sean 
Crimmins and Cynthia Floyd. They 
owned the property from 1978 through 
1986, when Donald and Judith Durkosh 
became the owners. Brendan and Dana 
Malcolm purchased the property from 
the Durkoshes in 1994, and William and 
Elizabeth Tomer purchased the home 
from the Malcolms in 1998. The Tomers 
owned the property until the current 
owners purchased it in 2014. 

From the Current Owners
Annie and Bob refer to the house as  
the “builder house of 1910” because  
the entire street is very similar, however 
each house has unique characteristics and 
differences — including the protruding 
bow windows, third floor former style, 
and location of stairs within the house. 
Each creates uniquenesses that has been 
further elaborated on throughout the 
years of modifications. Unlike many new 
construction homes today, the homes 
of the 1910s were built with quality 
materials that withstand the test of  
time while maintaining their beauty. 

The Sheltons completed a full kitchen 
renovation and reconfiguration in 2019, 
completed by Bob’s company Shelton 
Design/Build. They concluded that 
the original kitchen addition happened 
in the early 1950s after finding an old 
newspaper from 1954 stuffed in the 
beams when someone tried to insulate 
the sink piping! Previous owners also 
repurposed a clawfoot bathtub that  
was found in the old cellar and now  
lives in a bathroom on the 3rd floor. 

The Sheltons take pride that through 
more than 100 years, the original  
picture frame hardwood floors, fireplaces, 
trims, pocket doors, and stained-glass 
window are still in place. They intend  
to continue stewarding this beautiful 
home into the future. 
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332 Dalzell Avenue is the home of Annie 
and Bob Shelton. The home is a brick 
American Foursquare built in 1919. It 
has a hipped roof with twin windows in 
a decorated-front-facing gabled dormer, 
and multi- storied bay windows on 
both sides. The bay windows on the left 
extend from above the cellar door to the 

roof and enclose the stairs.  
The bay windows on the right cover  
all three stories. There is a shallow three 
window bay window over the porch. 
There is a full-width porch resting on 
brick columns and with the porch roof 
resting on three wooden Greek columns. 
The front door has side lights. Some 
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Allison GannonAllison Gannon

allisongannon@howardhanna.com
C (412) 596-1069
O (412) 741- 2200

@allison_gannon



Saluting the Avon Club Foundation’s
beautification, mission, and growth

Melissa O’Malley, CFP® , Senior Vice President 
412-633-1657 | hefren.com

Good things take time. 

Hef-Till_AvonClub_OMalley-FINAL.indd   1 10/6/21   11:39 AM

30 31

O U R  W A S H E S  A R E  2 4 / 7  

MOONFLIGHT

 

CARWASH 

DOGWASH

DRIVE-THRU COFFEE 

 

locally- owned     woman-owned

right across the sewickley bridge at 4875 university blvd



I N VE S T  I N YO U R P E A C E O F M I N DSM

Visit alleghenyfinancial.com or call 800-899-3880.

Allegheny Financial Group is a Registered Investment Advisor.  
Securities offered through Allegheny Investments, LTD, a registered broker/dealer. Member FINRA/SIPC.
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P H O T O G R A P H Y

 

www.willowpgh.com | 412.837.4003

634 Camp Horne Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15237
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Mobility & Access, Inc.

supports the Ben Avon Holiday House Tour!

mobilityaccess.com

Promoting outdoor recreation and enjoyment
for special needs individuals and their

families. Allowing inclusion and fun for the
whole family.

249  Duff  Road ,  S ew i c k l e y ,  PA  15143

S U N D AY  S E R V I C E S :  
 9 : 0 0  AM   B LENDED/TRAD I T IONAL   &  11 : 15  AM  MODERN 

Our  de s i r e  a s  a  c hu r ch  i s  t o  connec t  w i t h  peop l e  whe reve r  t hey  a re  i n  t he i r  j ou r ney  w i t h  God  and  to  p rov i de  
encou ragemen t  a s  t hey  g row  i n  t he i r  f a i t h .  To   nd  ou t  mo re  abou t  wha t  Ch r i s t  Chu rch  ha s  t o  offe r  

fo r  k i d s ,  t e en s ,  young  adu l t s ,  a nd  men  and  women  o f  a l l  a ge s ,  v i s i t  ou r  webs i t e :  

CCGF.ORG

Grow With Us!Grow With Us!

We are offering a 
signing bonus of up 
to $1000 for qualified 
applicants. 

Now hiring 
multiple teacher 
positions!

111 Josephs Lane, Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
(412) 548-3897  |  kiddieacademy.com/ /north-pittsburgh

Kiddie Academy of North Pittsburgh
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Life in Colour 

alleghenymillworklumber.com 
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Happy holidays to all!
Pizza Pronto Pizza & Gyro House supports the Ben Avon

Holiday House Tour! 

518 California Ave. ,  Avalon, PA
412-415-3891

pizzaprontopgh.com
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

Dr. TOm & DIAne FOrreST  

Are HAPPY TO SPOnSOr THe Ben AvOn 

HOuSe TOur! 

I N T E G R A T I N G
T R A D I T I O N A L  A N D

A L T E R N A T I V E  M E D I C I N E

S T E M  C E L L  T H E R A P Y
P L A T E L E T  R I C H  P L A S M A

C H I R O P R A C T I C
C O S M E T I C  E S T H E T I C S

L A S E R
S P I N A L  D E C O M P R E S S I O N  

N O N - S U R G I C A L  O R T H O P E D I C  I S S U E S  
N O N - N A R C O T I C  P A I N  M A N A G E M E N T  

W W W . C H O I C E M E D P G H . C O M
D R .  S H A N N O N  T H I E R O F F

D R .  A S H L E Y  B O D E N M I L L E R
8 0 7 4  M C I N T Y R E  S Q U A R E  D R .  P G H  P A  1 5 2 3 7  

PITTSBURGH
BNY Mellon Center I 500 Grant Street I Suite 2500

We are proud to support 

Avon Club’s
 2021 Holiday House Tour

Patrick L. Abramowich
412.394.5566

pabramowich@foxrothschild.com
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The Avon Club sinCerely ThAnks our  
homeowners for Their generosiTy of spiriT  

And willingness To shAre Their homes.  

wiThouT Them, There would be no house Tour!

H O M E OW N E R S
Susan and Josh Geist

Bonnie Nicklas
Jaime and Greg Luhowiak

Shannon Theiroff and Gregory Swetoha
Kelley Clouser and Jimmy Andrews

Katie and Matt Meyer
Annie and Bob Shelton

Special thanks to Beth and Rich Schmidt for opening their home to host  
our fall happy hour and Gourmet Goodies “Gingerbread Lane”!

BEN AVON HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR COMMITTEE
Avon Club President: Susan Dismukes

Event Chair: Erin Nordmann 
Assistant Treasurer/Tickets: Carrie Milarski

Docents: Rachel Vaughan 
Gourmet Goodies: Marcy Dinkfelt 

Homeowner Liaison: Jennifer Wagner
Holiday Happy Hour: Carolyn Colenbrander,  

Beth Schmidt and Tavia Washington
Neighborhood Décor: Beth Schmidt and Barbara Zerbee

Program: Jennie Liska
Publicity: Bethany Addams, Kelly Kujawinski and Sheila Talarico

Sponsorship: Diane Lichauer, Judy Eakin,  
Mary Anne Mutschler and Kelly Kujawinski 

Tour Map: Lisa Dugan 
Homeowner Recognition: Jennifer Bett

Website: Jennie Liska
General: Kristen Dening 


